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Preiminary Observations on Feeding Behavior o Finless

Por poises in a Semi-nature Reserve of Yangtze River
YU Daoping JIANG Wenhua MI Li
( Tongling Baiji Semi-nature Reserve, Tongling , 244000, Anhui)

Abstract : Between April 2000 and March 2002 , we observed feeding behavior of the five finless porpoi ses ( Neophocaena phocae
noi des asiaeorientalis) in a Semi-nature Reserve of Yangze River. Our resuts indicated that the porpoises required about two
nonths to adapt to the environments of the sam-nature reserve. At the beginning of the captivity , mogt of their body weights were
decreased by about 13. 8 %. In view of the economics and edihility of their baits, common carp ( Cyprinus carpio) was cond dered
the best , however , grass carp ( Ctenopharyngodon iddlus) and slver carp ( Hypophthalmichthys malitrix) should be the firg
choice to be rdeased into the semi- nature reserve. After feeding them in captivity , daily food consunption of the dolphins averaged
6.3 % of their body weight annualy ; and withonly 4 1 % and 9. 5 % of their body weights during summer and winter norths, re

Pectively. Thiswas 3 % less than they were kept in the pool indicating that they obtained onethird o the energy reguired from the
reserve. Varidions o feeding ratesdf the porpoises in the morning were dgnificantly different from the feeding in the aterncon( P
<0.05). Thefeedingin the reserve during summer occurred a dawn or dusk while feeding during winter often gopeared in the &

ternoon.
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Table 1 Badc information of observed animdls
(cm) (kg)
Name Ceptured date Ceptured oot Sex Body lengh  Body weight Identification
Hongtun 2001.3.12 Henggang ? 137 34 Mounted with red tag
Jiangde 2001. 3. 14 Henggang ' 154 38 Big individud without tag
Lantun 2001. 4.20 Tayang idet Bl 152 37 Mounted with blue tag
L Utun 2001. 6.3 Tayang idet Bl 157 47 Mounted with green tag
Xiaod 2001 6.3 Tayang idet 9 108 19 Sl indvidua without tag
1.2 7”9 3555 mn 2001 2002
, , 6 750 kg,
, 1600m, 220m, ( Hypophthalmichthys mdlitrix) ( ctenopharyn-
5 8m 18x10° m’ godon iddlus) ( Parabramis Pekinenss) 52 1,
26.4 hnt ; 3 6m, 64 x 12 28cm ,
10' m® , 13.5h (1) 2 kg,
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1 ) 7 7
Fg. 1 Illudration of research location ;
c | D E F ., P<0.05
Note: 12 m (Wusong eevation) ; A-zone: next to ferry; B-zone: With hu-
man activity ; Czone: Breeding in net boxes; D-zone and Ezne: Little
human activity 2
1.3
09: 00 14: 00, Cc D 2.1
: 1 3 A-B C E  (34.9%), (P <
-D , 15mn 0.05) ; C D , A B
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(Aris , ,
tichthys nobilis)  #  ( Hemiculter leudisculus) | i 11.2 % (Car-
, , , us auratus) , 79 % ,

( Parasilurus asotus) ( Ophiocogphalus  ar-

C 1 g & ( Mylopharyngodon piceus) ,
1 kg ( Cyprinus carpio) , ,
1 2mn : : ( 2
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Table 2 Various kinds of baits supplied and fishes in the semi-nature reserve
Spplied baits Fsh in sami-nature reserve
Foecies Edibility
Body Body Body Body
lengh (mm) weight (@) Rdtio lengh (mm) weight (g) Rdio
Cyprinus carpio 60 180 50 210 47.4 90 310 220 750 2.3
CarassiUs auratus 50 150 40 180 3L5 40 200 40 250 51
% Hemiculter leudsculus 80 200 40 300 57 100 400 75 800 11.2
Hypophthal michthys malitrix 120 200 70 200 4.5 80 300 50 500 37.4
Avrigtichthys nobilis 150 220 200 300 0.6 120 350 150 900 4.6
Parabramis Pekinensis 100 150 70 150 5.0 100 250 70 500 11
Ctenopharyngodon iddlus 150 250 80 300 4.1 200 420 200 1700 17.5
Myl opharyngodon piceus 80 150 100 200 17 200 450 250 2000 4.0
Ophiocephal us argus 120 240 60 200 1.3 200 430 150 1900 0.8
Parasilurus asotus 150 220 70 200 0.9
Pseudobagrus fulvidraco 110 180 100 180 1.9
Others 4.2
, Edibility of baits; The nore symhol gar , the better the edibility
2.4 —_— KR Waler temp
6.3% , . — I Daily food cons 10
9
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0. 05) , (

and daily bait consurrption by the finless porpoise
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Table 3 Dissase of the porpoises in the semi-nature reserve from 2001 to 2002
Individua Dae Synptom Treatment
(0.25 g/d)
Hondtun 2001.8.5 12 Arorexia. archi 2o Blood and foca examination, IM of Amikacin
g » acnng, Qifae (0.25 g/d) in ilation
(0.4 g/bid) (0.3 g/bid)
Horgtun 2002.1.10 2. 18 Qey irflarmmetion PO of Cfloxacin (0.4 g/bid) and Roxithromycin
ndt on fluke (0.3 g/bid)
, (0.4 g/bid)
Xizod 2001.9.2 7 Arorexia, Blood examination, LM of Gentamycin Sufae
respiratory devating (0.1 g/d) inislaion, POd Cdlazdme (0.4 g/bid)
: (0.25 g/d) .
) 2002.1.12 3. 6 (0.4 g/hid) ; Bacteriosoopy, IM of Quifate Amikacin (0. 25 g/d)
Jiange Abscesses on leit pectora in ilation And FO o Cloxacin (0.4 g/tid)
2001. 9. 25 (0.8 g/bid)
L (tum 10.5 Arorexia, lo PO o Cdlazidime (0.8 g/bid)
2001. 12. 23 . . (0.4 g/kid) (0.3 g/kid)
. Qey in flammetion . . ) . .
L Utun 1.12 below Ieft eye PO of Cfloxacin (0.4 g/bid) and Roxithromycin (0. 3 g/bid)
2002. 1. 20 (0.8 g/kid)
Litun 25 Qoughing, lo PO of Cdlazidime (0.8 g/bid)
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