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ok b _ BR Q:12—16s :
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Abstract

MOTHER-INFANTS INTERACTIONS IN CAPTIVE
MIDDLE SLOW LORIS (Nycticebus intermedicus)

FENG Qing WANG Yingxiang LI Chongyun

(Kunming Insiitute of Zoology, Academia Sinica. Kunming. stoier

The paper presents the information of mother-infants interactions of Nycticebus
Intermedicus in captivity, 5 mother-infants dyads (10 babies and their mothers) were
observed. All mothers were got from field and mated in field, The babies were born
in February and March in captivity,

1. For the first 2 weeks the mothers were strongly protective. especially during
the day, After the 2nd week mothers were not strongly protective, After the Tth week
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the protective maternal behaviors were only observed during the day, After the 15th
week no protective maternal behavior,

2, The first time that rejecting maternal behaviors in different pairs were var-
ied, The eatliest time was the 2nd week, and the average time was the 3rd week, At
first, rejecting maternal behaviors were only observed at night,

3. At the 12th week the contact time in the pairs became ¢ at night. and at the
16.5th week, it became 0 during the day (Fig, 1), Of the various forms of coniact,
ventral-ventral! contact was the most commaon,

4, The mothers were the active par ners for the first 2 weeks, from the 3rd to
the 7ih week moihers and infants were equally active., after the 7Fth week the infants
were active partners in secial behaviors,

5, During the first 8 weeks, only friendly hehaviors were ohserved, After the
Bth week both friend!y and apgressive behaviors were observed in mother-infants
dyads,

6, Mothers left their habies alone very early, After 12 hours of birth mothers
left their babies alone and moved about,

7. By comparison with other advanced primates, the mother-infants interactions
in Nycticebus Intermedicus were relatively loose, The dyads did not have strong disee-
rnment, when an infant approached any mother the mother did not prevent its veniral
contact with her, and also nursed the infani. Gut social grooming between them was
never observed

%, The duration of mother-infanis interactiors in Nxcticebus intermedicus was
abtout 20 weeks, The infants were weaned at 15—16 weeks old, after 1—2 weeks of
weaning. infants contacted with their mother orice again for 1—2 weeks, During this

period the sicial behaviors between them were mainly grooming ard play,

Key words MNycticebus intermedicus; Wother-infants interactions; Behavior;
captivity
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