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ShcHEE (Abstract)

SOME RECORDS OF MI-LU(ELAPHURUS DAVIDIANUS)
IN CHINESE ANCIENT BOOKS

XIA Jingshi

(Bejing Natural History Museum)

This paper deals with the historical corditions of Mi~lu (Elaphurus da-
vidianus) which has been stamped out in China since the end of the 19th
century. The author has studied a nmber of records and narratives on Mi-
Iu from Chinese ancient books and holds the following views:

1. Mi-ly existed in China widely in ancient times, sometimes a herd
of thousands could be found in wild, It still existed in the Ming and Qing
Dynasties.

2, The distribution range of Mi-lu extended to the centre and south
of Shaanxi, east of Sichuan, north of Hunan and Jiangxi in the old days.

3. 22 Mi-1u have been returned to China from England and 20 of
them were Sent to Nanhaizi of Peking and the other two were sent to Shang~
hai Zoo in 1985.

4 , Meat of Mi-lu is edible, its oil and young pilose antler as well as

antler are one of the traditional Chinese medicines,



